




















The Basque Country is a unique land where age-old traditions and an
ancient language are intertwined with new technologies and
innovation, defining a modern and open society. A place where
advanced medical care and high per capita income contribute to a
high standard of living.

Visitors discover a privileged location with a mild climate and surprisingly
varied landscape. Rough seas and charming coastlines meet the
mountains, forests, and green hillsides, while fertile fields are home
to renowned vineyards.

Small villages are tucked away among these natural spaces, along
with vibrant cities that preserve a rich heritage coexisting with modern
architecture.

The landscape provides a perfect scenario for leisure activities ranging
from the traditional rural sports to trekking, climbing, biking, golfing
or surfing. But the cultural offer, diverse enough to satisfy all tastes,
also includes Museums, Theatres, and an alluring music and art scene
with highlights such as the San Sebastian International Film Festival
and the Vitoria-Gasteiz Jazz Festival.

And for everyday enjoyment, gastronomy also makes life in the
Basque Country even more attractive. No significant event, including
business, can take place without the luxury of first class cuisine and
wine.

The hospitality and professionalism of the people are further major
reasons to visit or make business here, facilitated by good infrastructures
and connections to the rest of the world.

At a glance

Area:

7,235 km=.

Population:

2,112,204 (5 % of Spain).
Main cities:

- Bilbao

- Donostia - San Sebastian
- Vitoria - Gasteiz

Official languages:
Basque and Spanish.

3 International airports.

5 Universities, more than 100 degrees, 100,000 students,
and 6,500 lecturers.

51 hospitals, 442 primary attention centres, 24,000
professionals, 4.5 doctors per 1,000 inhabitants.

136 % GDP per capita (compared to EU, 2006).

4.1 % annual GDP growth (2007).

Industrial tradition:

- 29 % contribution to GDP (2006), ten points above EU average.

- 10 % of all industrial production and 10 % of Spanish
exports.

2/3 of R&D investment is of private origin.

An international leader in environmental and quality
certificates.

© FMGB Guggenheim Bilbao Museoa, Bilbao, 2006 - Author: Erika Barahona Ede | © Archivo “Argazki” Eusko Jaurlaritza - Gobierno Vasco - Author: Mikel Arrazola






EUSKO JAURLARITZA
GOBIERNO VASCO

INDUSTRIA, MERKATARITZA
ETA TURISMO SAILA

DEPARTAMENTO DE INDUSTRIA,
COMERCIO Y TURISMO

SPri

o
=)
S
~
=
2
5]
E



